Preserving the Moment: An oormunication &
- . Jan-Jun 2024113 (1 57-80

In-depth Exploration of Wedding e At 2094
Reprints and Permissions:

Photography Trends and Styles masseomhod@uoc, ac. i

ISSN: 2348 - 5663
DOI:10.5281/zenod0.12533401

Amrita S*

Research Scholar, Department of Media and Communication, Central University of Tamil Nadu,
India.

Boobalakrishnan N

Assistant Professor, Department of Media and Communication, Central University of
Tamil Nadu, India.

Vishnu Achutha Menon

Assistant Professor, Department of Media Studies, Kristu Jayanti College (Autonomous), India.

Abstract

This qualitative research study delves into the evolving landscape of wedding
photography, focusing on trends and styles particularly within the context of South
Indian Hindu weddings. Employing in-depth interviews as the primary methodological
approach, thematic analysis was utilised to systematically analyze the data collected
from 50 Hindu couples hailing from various South Indian states, including Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Telangana. The purposive sampling
method, facilitated through established wedding studios in these states, ensured a
balanced representation. The study sheds light on the multifaceted dimensions of
contemporary wedding photography, illustrating how it serves as a dynamic and
evolving medium for preserving the moments, emotions, and narratives that define the
essence of wedding celebrations.
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A South Indian Wedding Scene

The sun rises over a picturesque outdoor venue adorned with vibrant colours,
flowers, and traditional South Indian decorations. A soft breeze carries the scent
of jasmine as guests, dressed in elegant silk sarees and dhotis, begin to gather
under a beautiful floral arch. The stage, or "mandap," is the focal point, draped
in white and gold with intricate floral designs. A traditional Carnatic music
ensemble plays melodious tunes on a veena, flute, and mridangam, creating an
atmosphere of serenity and anticipation. The bride, radiant in a red and gold
Kanchipuram silk saree, stands with her family. Her hair is adorned with fresh
jasmine flowers, and intricate henna designs grace her hands and feet. Her eyes
shimmer with excitement and a hint of nervousness. The groom, equally
resplendent in a cream and gold silk dhoti and kurta, waits with his family at the
other end of the mandap. He clutches a garland of white jasmine and rose petals,
a symbol of his love and commitment.

The priest, dressed in traditional attire, chants sacred verses from ancient
scriptures, guiding the couple through each step of the ceremony. The guests
listened attentively, their eyes focused on the couple, and their hearts filled with
blessings. The exchange of garlands takes place, symbolising their acceptance
of each other as life partners. Laughter and cheers erupt from the crowd, and the
couple's faces beam with joy. The tying of the sacred thread, or "thaali," around
the bride's neck is a moment of solemnity. The groom carefully fastens it,
signifying their eternal bond. Tears of joy glisten in the eyes of the bride's
or seven steps,

"

family as they witness this significant ritual. The "saptapadi,
follow, where the couple takes seven vows, pledging their love and commitment
to one another. With each step, they sprinkle grains of rice into the sacred fire,
symbolising prosperity and blessings. As the ceremony nears its conclusion, the
bride and groom exchange wedding rings, symbolising the union in the modern
world. With the blessings of the priest, family, and friends, the couple is now
officially married. A shower of flower petals and rice falls upon them, and the
air is filled with joyous cheers and applause. The wedding feast, a grand South
Indian spread, awaits everyone. The evening continues with lively music, dance,
and heartfelt speeches, celebrating not just the union of two souls but also the
rich cultural heritage of South India. As the night descends, the venue lights up
with twinkling fairy lights, creating a magical ambiance. The couple, now
united, dances to the rhythmic beats of South Indian music, surrounded by their
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loved ones, their hearts filled with love, happiness, and the promise of a
beautiful life together.

An Indian wedding holds profound cultural significance, symbolising the
confluence of two lives, the amalgamation of two families, and occasionally the
fusion of diverse cultures and religious affiliations. This momentous occasion
assumes a position of great import in an individual's life, as underscored by
Chadha, K. (2021). The Indian wedding ceremony encompasses a myriad of
elements, including the presence of cherished loved ones, intricate religious
rites, longstanding customary practices, and spirited celebrations encompassing
gastronomy, dance, and notably, professional photography. Indeed, the
incorporation of professional photography has become deeply entrenched in the
fabric of traditional Indian weddings to the extent that couples seldom debate
over whether to engage a photographer but rather direct their focus toward the
selection of the most suitable professional (Sood & Thakkar, 2015). Indian
weddings are celebrated for their elaborate demonstrations of culture and
tradition, often serving as prominent symbols of an individual's social stature
and affluence (Rao, 2003). As reported by Bhandari (2017), it is estimated that
roughly one-fifth of a person's lifetime wealth is allocated to these celebratory
events. In the contemporary landscape, the authenticity of lived experiences is
frequently amplified by extravagant displays of opulence. According to the
research of Getz and Page (2016), the incorporation of larger-than-life, vivid,
distinctive, and exhilarating visual elements plays an instrumental role in
crafting spectacular wedding experiences, thus assuming a pivotal role in the
wedding industry.

As elucidated by John Berger (1989), the inclusion of professional photography
practices and services introduces a distinctive perspective to the wedding
experience. In modern times, the focal point of weddings has shifted from
traditional, institutionalised unions to the creation of personalised experiences
where couples openly exhibit their identities, personalities, and lifestyles to
society. Weddings have thus evolved into symbols of individuality and choice,
with couples endeavouring to commemorate their special day in a manner that is
both unique and deeply personal, while still upholding reverence for
time-honoured values. However, even amidst this modernization of weddings,
traditional customs have not entirely faded into obscurity. As expounded upon
by Carter and Duncan (2017), while couples embark on individual quests for
distinctiveness, the majority of weddings continue to adhere to well-established
rituals and remain faithful to venerable practices.
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According to Charles Lewis (1997), wedding photographs wield significant
power due to their traditional, professional, personal, and seemingly accurate
portrayal of reality, aiding couples in recollecting a pivotal period in their social
and personal lives. Bourdieu (1996), asserts that the camera plays a substantial
role in the "ritualization and perpetuation of familial milestones." From his
viewpoint, the act of capturing moments through photography elevates them to a
unique status, underscoring their significance and fostering enduring memories.
Photographing significant events, like weddings, serves to solidify and
commemorate these occasions, ensuring their timeless presence within the
family's collective memory. Strano (2006), in his doctoral dissertation, titled
"Ritualized Remembrance Through Wedding Photography," posits that the
professional wedding album emerges as a paramount tool for formalising
memory. According to her assertion, the meticulously crafted and professionally
assembled wedding album assumes a pivotal role in cementing the recollections
associated with the wedding day. Through deliberate curation and purposeful
presentation of photographs, the wedding album becomes a tangible and
symbolic embodiment of the ritualistic encounter, thereby safeguarding and
perpetuating these memories over the passage of years.

D'Agostino (2021) points out that in the 1840s, couples seeking to immortalise
their wedding day through photography turned to professional portrait studios.
Unfortunately, due to the technological limitations of photography during that
era, these photographers were unable to faithfully document the actual
unfolding of the wedding event. It wasn't until the aftermath of World War 11
that the concept of candidly capturing the wedding ceremony gained
momentum. This innovative approach involved creating a cohesive
photographic narrative. As the prevalence of wedding photography increased, so
did the demand for a comprehensive solution capable of not only archiving but
also showcasing the entirety of the photographic collection. Bezner (2002)
argues that wedding photographs symbolically represent the enduring
significance of ritualistic practices within modern American society.
Conversely, Kendall (2006) suggests that wedding photographs serve a dual
role, both as witnesses to the event and as an extension of the essential social
witnessing that substantiates the wedding ceremony itself. Chan and Ximin
(2007) observe that in Asian cultures, couples allocate substantial financial
resources to commission professional bridal photography, subsequently
preserving these images within dedicated wedding albums for their personal
gratification and remembrance. Building upon these insights, this study will
delve into the role of photography in South Indian Hindu weddings.
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Methodology

In the framework of this qualitative research study, the research strategy was
centred on the utilisation of in-depth interviews as the primary methodological
approach. To systematically analyze the rich data obtained from these
interviews, the research employed the technique of thematic analysis,
complemented by the use of a coding sheet. Thematic analysis involves the
systematic identification, analysis, and reporting of recurring themes or patterns
within qualitative data, contributing to the development of a coherent and
insightful narrative. The research sample, comprising 50 Hindu couples who
married after 2018, was thoughtfully drawn from various South Indian states,
namely Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Telangana. Each
of the five states contributed ten couples to the overall sample, maintaining a
balanced representation across the South Indian region. The sampling method
employed was purposive, utilising the networks of well-established wedding
studios in the aforementioned cities. On average, the interviews lasted between
30 to 45 minutes. The two themes analyzed here are current trends and styles in
wedding photography, and album design and presentation.

Theme 1: Current trends and styles in wedding photography

Within the ever-evolving landscape of Hindu weddings, a notable
transformation in trends and styles has emerged (Kaur & Singh, 2013). Modern
Hindu weddings have expanded beyond traditional customs and rituals to serve
as a versatile platform for couples to express their unique narratives, aspirations,
and personalities (Fernandez, Veer, & Lastovicka, 2011). This dynamic shift is
influenced by changing societal values and the rapid advancement of
technology, leading to questions about the authenticity, cultural significance,
and environmental impact of these innovative trends. One of the most
significant changes in the realm of Hindu weddings is witnessed in wedding
photography. Departing from the traditional approach of posed snapshots,
couples now prefer candid moments that authentically capture the emotions and
narrative essence of their special day (Berger & Barasch, 2018). This shift in
photography preferences reflects the evolving tastes of Hindu couples who seek
a deeper narrative—a visual story that intricately weaves together their love
story and the celebration of their union. Candid photography, with its emphasis
on unscripted moments, has ascended to prominence, ushering in a new era in
wedding photography that prioritises authenticity and storytelling.
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Sharika and Swathi Krishna say:

We chose candid photography because it allowed us to embrace
imperfection without the pressure of appearing overly polished. Candid
photography captures genuine moments, making them feel unscripted
and authentic — this was our specific request to our photography team
as a couple. Our desire was for authentic images rather than posed
ones on our special day. We aimed to ensure that, when we revisit these
photos in decades to come, we can still connect with and savour those
precious moments. Thus, we decided on candid wedding photography
because we wanted our special day to be captured as it happened —
those genuine moments, the stolen glances, and our authentic emotions
are now forever frozen in time.

The couple's decision to opt for candid photography for their wedding was
rooted in a desire to embrace imperfection without the pressure of appearing
overly polished. They believed that candid photography possessed a unique
ability to capture genuine, unscripted moments, lending an authentic quality to
their wedding album. This preference for authenticity was explicitly conveyed
to their photography team as a couple, underscoring the importance of clear
communication in realising their vision. Their primary objective was to obtain
authentic images that would stand the test of time, allowing them to reconnect
with and savour the precious moments of their special day when revisiting their
wedding photos in the decades to come. Ultimately, their choice of candid
wedding photography was a deliberate effort to immortalise the real, unfiltered
moments—the genuine emotions and stolen glances—that had defined their
wedding day, ensuring that these fleeting instances remained eternally frozen in
time. This aesthetic dimension extends beyond the mere physical realm,
encompassing the emotive and ephemeral aspects of the celebration (Veloo &
Mustafa, 2023).

The rise of documentary-style photography stands as a significant trend. This
approach departs from traditional posed photography, emphasising authenticity
and storytelling (Morton, 2017). Couples opt for this style to capture genuine
emotions and candid moments, free from rigid poses. Each photograph
contributes to the narrative of the day, from preparation to celebration.
Documentary-style photographers excel in immortalising fleeting, often
overlooked moments, enriching the wedding's narrative (Gautreau & Kempf,
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2019). This trend reflects a shift towards more authentic and
storytelling-oriented wedding photography.

Poornima and Prajith say:

Choosing a documentary-style photographer was the best decision we
made. Our wedding album is like a beautiful storybook. It's not just
photos; it's the entire journey of our day, complete with all the small
details and emotions.

The couple's selection of a documentary-style photographer embodies the
evolving predilections within the domain of wedding photography. Departing
from traditional, staged photographic conventions, they opted for an approach
steeped in authenticity and comprehensiveness, one that earnestly chronicled
their wedding day. This preference is emblematic of a broader societal shift
wherein couples increasingly seek to imbue their wedding photography with
emotional depth, narrative coherence, and an emphasis on genuine moments.
Their analogical reference to the wedding album as a "beautiful storybook"
underscores the narrative potential inherent in documentary-style photography.
Within this framework, the corpus of images assumes a structure resembling a
chronicle, wherein candid captures not only depict the visual aspects of the day
but also serve as conduits for reliving the emotional experience.

Traditional photography often referred to as classic or conventional photography
represents a style of photography that adheres to established practices and
techniques that have been in use for many years. This approach to photography
typically relies on posed compositions, controlled lighting, and formal
arrangements (Ma, 2023). Traditional photographers guide their subjects, often
using a structured approach to capture specific moments and group shots. In the
context of events like weddings, traditional photography involves capturing
essential moments according to a predetermined list of shots, ensuring that all
key elements and participants are included. Traditional photography is known
for its time-tested and structured methods, which result in well-composed and
organised photographs. It often serves as a reliable and predictable means of
capturing important events and milestones. While traditional photography may
lack the spontaneity and candid moments associated with other contemporary
styles, its emphasis on precision and clarity remains appealing to those seeking
a polished and controlled photographic record of significant occasions (Ghosh,
2023).
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Sangeetha and Nithin say:

We opted for traditional photography because it feels timeless to us.
There's something magical about classic poses and elegant shots. We
wanted our wedding to have that timeless, romantic touch.

The selection of traditional photography by the couple signifies a deliberate
departure from contemporary trends and an alignment with a more classical and
enduring photographic style. Traditional photography, characterised by
structured poses and compositions, encapsulates a sense of timelessness that has
persisted over generations (Lewis, 1998). This choice reflects the couple's
commitment to preserving their wedding memories in a manner that transcends
fleeting trends. Their description of traditional photography as "magical" and
"elegant" underscores the emotional and aesthetic appeal of this approach. The
word "magic" conveys a sense of wonder and enchantment, suggesting that
traditional photography can evoke a sense of awe and nostalgia. The term
"elegant" alludes to the refined and graceful quality often associated with
classical poses and compositions in this genre.

Destination wedding photography is a specialised niche in the realm of wedding
photography, dedicated to capturing the unique moments of weddings held in
picturesque and often remote locations (Etemaddar, Thyne, & Insch, 2018). It
caters to couples who choose to celebrate their special day in settings like
tropical beaches, historical landmarks, charming villages, or foreign countries
(Agrawal, 2023). Destination wedding photographers face the challenge of not
only documenting the wedding proceedings but also showcasing the beauty and
ambiance of the chosen location. They must adapt to varying lighting
conditions, unfamiliar surroundings, and sometimes unpredictable weather, all
while ensuring that the essence of the destination and the couple's love story are
vividly captured (Wang, Udomwong, Fu, & Onpium, 2023).

Gopika and Shankar say:

We intentionally selected a tranquil and idyllic resort nestled amidst the
breathtaking backwaters of Alleppey for our destination wedding
photography. Our choice was motivated by the captivating natural
allure of the setting, which provided an unparalleled and picturesque
backdrop for our photographs.
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The decision to host a destination wedding at a tranquil resort in Alleppey, set
against the backdrop of the mesmerising backwaters, signifies a growing trend
in contemporary wedding planning. Destination weddings are increasingly
popular as they offer couples a unique and captivating environment for their
special day. The selection of this particular location showcases the importance
of aesthetics and natural beauty in modern wedding photography. Couples today
seek picturesque settings that not only enhance the overall ambiance of their
wedding but also provide a stunning backdrop for their photographs. In this
case, the allure of the backwaters in Alleppey played a crucial role in
influencing the choice of the wedding venue. This decision underscores how
couples are prioritising the visual aspects of their wedding, aiming to create a
visually memorable experience not only for themselves but also for their guests.

There is a notable upsurge in the prominence of drone photography within the
realm of visual narrative. This surge can be attributed to the heightened
accessibility and cost-effectiveness of advanced drone technology, thereby
affording both amateur and professional photographers the capability to capture
striking aerial perspectives (Smith, 2023). The multifaceted topography of
South India, encompassing luxuriant forests, immaculate beaches, and historical
architectural marvels, serves as an enthralling canvas for the pursuit of drone
photography. Notably, within the domain of South Indian wedding photography,
drone technology has catalysed a transformative shift, introducing a cinematic
dimension to wedding albums by adeptly preserving the grandeur of nuptial
ceremonies and picturesque venues (Shekhar, 2015).

Sreya and Siddharth say:

We desired breathtaking aerial shots for our wedding, so we included
drone photography in the package we selected. This turned out to be
one of the best decisions we made regarding wedding photography, as it
beautifully captured our outdoor venue. We were captivated by those
aerial shots.

The inclusion of drone photography in the wedding package underscores the
growing popularity of this technology in capturing unique and mesmerising
perspectives of wedding events. It allows couples to view their special day from
a vantage point that was previously unattainable (Knotty Tales, 2023). Drone
photography not only captures the wedding but also the surroundings, providing
a comprehensive view of the outdoor setting. These aerial shots contribute to the
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narrative of the day, offering a sense of place and context (Marcus, 2014). The
use of superlatives like "best decision" and "captivated" in their description of
the drone photography's impact emphasises the emotional resonance that such
visuals can evoke.

Underwater photography is a specialised form of photography that involves
capturing images and videos while submerged beneath the surface of water
(McNeil, 1971). This genre of photography has gained significant popularity in
recent years due to advancements in camera technology, underwater equipment,
and increased access to underwater environments (Emberton & Simons, 2022).
Underwater photographers use specially designed cameras and housings that are
water-resistant to various depths, depending on the intended shooting
environment, whether it's a swimming pool, a coral reef, or the depths of the
ocean (Knapp, 1947). These cameras are often equipped with underwater
strobes or powerful external lighting to compensate for the loss of colour and
contrast underwater (Adams & Hulburd, 1971). Underwater photography
presents a unique set of challenges and opportunities. The underwater
environment is dynamic and constantly changing, with factors like water clarity,
temperature, and currents affecting the quality of the shots (Er, Chen, Zhang, &
Gao, 2023). Photographers must also consider buoyancy control and dive safety
while operating in underwater environments. The subjects of underwater
photography are diverse and include marine life, coral reefs, shipwrecks, and
even human subjects like divers and models (Gietler, 2009).

Shwetha and Niraj say:

We are both aquaphiles, and it was a dream for us to engage in
underwater photography. Our team did an exceptional job in capturing
our love beneath the water's surface. This was a one-of-a-kind
experience, and we will cherish it for a lifetime.

The couple's choice to engage in underwater photography underscores a
distinctive and adventurous approach to wedding photography. Their shared
love for aquatic environments and the underwater world inspired them to
integrate this passion into their wedding experience. This reflects a broader
trend where couples are increasingly seeking unconventional and personalised
ways to capture their love stories.The reference to their photography team doing
an "exceptional job" highlights the importance of skilled professionals in
translating unique ideas into captivating visual narratives.
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In recent times, South India has witnessed a noteworthy proliferation in the
practice of pre and post-wedding photoshoots, marking a substantial departure
from traditional wedding photography practices. Firstly, within the rich cultural
milieu of South India, pre and post-wedding photoshoots hold a significant
cultural significance, enabling couples to intertwine their visual narratives with
regional traditions and customs, thus fostering a sense of cultural continuity and
preservation (Kartika Pratiwi, Suastika, & Kebayantini, 2021). Secondly, this
trend reflects the contemporary emphasis on personalization and the celebration
of individuality within the institution of marriage (Carter & Duncan, 2017).
Couples now perceive pre and post-wedding photoshoots as opportunities to
craft and articulate their unique love stories, interests, and personalities, thereby
yielding enduring visual testimonials of their marital journey (Singh, 2023).
Lastly, the ascendancy of pre and post-wedding photoshoots in South India is
concomitant with the rapid advancements in photography technology and
equipment, rendering the practice more accessible and yielding higher quality
imagery (Bull, 2019). This paradigm shift in wedding photography underscores
the transformative nature of visual storytelling in the region, fostering an
evolving discourse surrounding wedding traditions and the representation of
love and matrimony.

Deepthi and Aravind say:

While dating in Kochi, we cherished numerous hangout spots that held
significant sentimental value for us. We made the deliberate choice to
include these meaningful locations in our wedding albums. Opting for a
pre-wedding photoshoot at these venues fills us with joy as we relish the
resulting pictures.

This decision serves as a poignant reminder of the power of personalization in
wedding photography. By incorporating their favourite hangout spots into their
pre-wedding shoot, the couple ensured that their wedding album would not only
be a collection of beautiful images but also a heartfelt narrative of their journey
together. It is a testament to the importance of infusing one's unique love story
into every aspect of the wedding celebration.
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Theme 2: Album design and presentation

Wedding album design and presentation hold a pivotal role in preserving the
precious memories of a couple's special day. These albums are far more than
mere collections of photographs; they are meticulously crafted visual narratives
that capture the essence of the celebration. The design of the album serves as a
storytelling canvas, guiding viewers through the various moments, emotions,
and intricate details that unfolded during the wedding (Bezner, 2002).
Personalization is key, as couples often opt for designs that reflect their unique
style, incorporating personalised touches such as colour schemes, fonts, and
personal messages. Quality materials, from the cover to the pages and binding,
are chosen not only for aesthetic appeal but also for durability. Thoughtful
layout and composition ensure that images flow seamlessly, emphasising
significant moments and creating a visually engaging experience. Ultimately, a
well-designed wedding album has the power to evoke emotions, preserving the
joy and love of the day, and becoming a cherished heirloom passed down
through generations (D’ Agostino, 2021).

As posited by Tillmann (2014) wedding albums function as tangible artifacts
imbued with the capacity to elicit emotions and facilitate the recollection of the
joy, mirth, and affection shared during matrimonial festivities. In the absence of
photographic documentation, these cherished recollections might succumb to
the erosive effects of temporal passage; however, visual preservation ensures the
enduring emotional resonance of the wedding day. As embodiments of
affection, commitment, and the inception of a novel life voyage, wedding
albums have managed to retain their perennial allure and relevance.

Shilpa and Deepak shared their wedding album, embarking on a narration of
their wedding story while gazing at the photographs. They articulated:

Memories are fleeting, and over time, they may dim. However, a
wedding album serves as a time capsule, preserving the most cherished
moments from our significant day. Flipping through the album's pages
years later reignites the nostalgia and affection for that momentous
occasion.

As the years elapse, the album evolves into a treasured possession, rekindling
memories of vows taken, promises made, and shared dreams. It becomes a
poignant reminder of the love that united two souls and the unwavering
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commitment to support each other through life's challenges. As time progresses,
wedding albums assume an even greater significance as cherished heirlooms,
bequeathed to future generations.

The presentation of a wedding album is a vital aspect of its overall appeal and
emotional impact. Elements such as layouts, colours, and fonts contribute

significantly to the album's aesthetic and storytelling qualities:

Layout:

L.

Chronological Flow: Many couples prefer a chronological arrangement
that starts with pre-wedding preparations, followed by the ceremony,
reception, and concluding with post-wedding moments. This layout
helps narrate the day's story in a structured manner.

Thematic Sections: Organising the album into thematic sections, such as
"Getting Ready," "Ceremony," "Reception," and "Candid Moments,"
allows for a more dynamic presentation.

Collage Style: Collage layouts blend multiple images into a single page,
creating visual diversity and highlighting a series of related moments.
Full-Page Spreads: Full-page spreads for particularly impactful images
can make a powerful statement.

Colours:

Fonts:

Theme Matching: Colours in the album can be coordinated with the
wedding theme or colour scheme. Consistency in colours can create a
harmonious look throughout the album.

Emotional Tones: The choice of colours can evoke emotions. Soft
pastels may convey a romantic atmosphere, while bold and vibrant
colours might add energy to the album.

Contrast: Carefully chosen contrasting colours can make specific
elements, such as text or photographs, stand out.

Readability: Fonts should be chosen for readability, ensuring that captions and

text are

easy to read.
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1. Consistency: Maintaining a consistent font style and size throughout the
album maintains visual coherence.

2. Personalization: Couples often personalise their albums with fonts that
reflect their personalities or match their wedding stationery.

Soumya and Hemanth says

We were very particular about the wedding album. We opted for a
chronological arrangement starting from the wedding eve to the
reception. We included a few collages on certain pages where there are
group pictures. Our portraits and main ceremonies were presented as
full spreads, as these hold great significance for us and our families.

Divya and Karthik say:

We wanted our wedding album to feature minimal designs and pastel
shades, reflecting our personalities. Since the wedding theme was in
pastels, the same approach was followed for retouching and design. We
are delighted with the outcome.

The couple's deliberate choice of minimalistic design and pastel shades for their
wedding album is indicative of a purposeful approach to visual storytelling that
extends beyond the mere documentation of their special day. This decision
aligns with the principles of minimalist aesthetics, characterised by simplicity,
elegance, and a focus on essential elements. In choosing pastel shades, the
couple has employed a colour palette known for its softness and subtlety,
creating a visual backdrop that allows the photographs to take centre stage.

Reshmi and Abhishek say:

Incorporated within our wedding album are select quotations
pertaining to love and marriage. Uniformly, the 'Poppins' font was
employed for all textual content, both within the album's pages and for
embossing on the cover.

Physical prints and their quality, as well as the binding of a wedding album, are
fundamental aspects of preserving and presenting the cherished memories of a
couple's special day. Here's a closer look at these elements:
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Paper Quality:

1.

Photo Paper: High-quality photo paper is the standard choice for
wedding album prints. It is designed to display images with exceptional
clarity, colour vibrancy, and longevity. Options include glossy, matte, or
semi-gloss finishes, allowing couples to choose based on their
preferences.

Texture: Some couples opt for textured paper to add depth and a tactile
element to their prints. Textured papers can range from fine art paper to
canvas textures, each providing a unique look and feel.

Thickness: The thickness or weight of the paper can vary, with heavier
weights often associated with more durability and a premium feel.

Printing Technique:

L.

Digital Printing: Most modern wedding albums utilise digital printing
techniques, which provide high-resolution and precise reproduction of
images.

Offset Printing: Offset printing may be used for certain artistic and
custom wedding albums, offering a wide range of colour options and
precision.

Binding:

1.

Flush Mount: Flush mount albums are renowned for their durability and
premium look. The pages are mounted onto a thick core board, allowing
for lay-flat pages and seamless, panoramic spreads.

Lay-Flat: Lay-flat binding enables pages to remain open and flat
without any curve or bend at the centre, ensuring that panoramic images
span across two pages without disruption.

Traditional Book Binding: Some couples opt for traditional
bookbinding methods, which provide a classic and timeless appearance.
These albums often have a spine and pages bound together with thread
or glue.

Wedding albums come in various sizes, from small coffee-table albums to

larger, more elaborate designs. Couples can choose the size that best

compliments their preferred layout and the number of images they wish to
include. The choice of cover material, such as leather, linen, silk, or a custom
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design, can significantly impact the album's overall look and feel. It also affects
the durability of the album. Couples often have the option to customise various
aspects of their album, including cover design, layout, and the number of pages.
This allows for a highly personalised keepsake. High-quality paper, printing
techniques, and binding methods are selected with longevity in mind. Wedding
albums are meant to withstand the test of time and be passed down through
generations as cherished heirlooms.

Harini and Anirudh say:

We chose a coffee table wedding album because we wanted to focus on
a select few images that hold a special place in our hearts. A coffee
table book style wedding album represents a truly luxurious and
visually stunning means of preserving the cherished memories from our
wedding day. Our album has been meticulously designed, incorporating
high-quality materials, elegant binding, and large-format pages that
beautifully showcase every detail of the photographs. We view it not
only as a keepsake but also as an exquisite piece of art that can adorn
any coffee table, inviting friends and family to revisit the enchantment
of our wedding day whenever they gather.

The couple's decision to opt for a coffee table wedding album carries significant
implications for the presentation and preservation of their cherished wedding
memories. By selecting this style of album, they have chosen to focus on a
curated selection of images, underscoring the importance of quality over
quantity. The coffee table book style, known for its luxurious and visually
captivating attributes, aligns with their desire to encapsulate the essence of their
wedding day in an artful and sophisticated manner. The meticulous design, use
of high-quality materials, elegant binding, and the inclusion of large-format
pages further enhance the album's appeal, elevating it to the status of a tangible
work of art. In this context, the album transcends its role as a mere keepsake and
assumes the position of an exquisite centrepiece that can grace any coffee table.
This choice invites friends and family to partake in the couple's joyous
memories whenever they gather, effectively transforming the album into a
cherished conversation piece and a source of perennial enchantment.

Digital wedding albums represent a modern approach to preserving and
presenting cherished memories from a couple's special day. These albums have
evolved with advancements in technology, offering several advantages. They
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provide easy accessibility and portability, allowing couples to relive their
memories anytime, anywhere on various digital devices. Digital albums can
incorporate multimedia elements, enhancing the storytelling experience with
videos, music, and interactive features. Sharing is convenient through email,
social media, or cloud storage, ensuring that loved ones near and far can
experience the celebration. Moreover, digital albums are environmentally
sustainable, eliminating the need for physical materials like paper and ink. They
offer longevity and preservation through secure storage and backup options,
while customization allows couples to personalise their album to reflect their
unique style. Digital albums are versatile, cost-effective, and secure, making
them a contemporary choice for preserving and sharing wedding memories in
the digital age.

Parvathy and Adarsh say:

Digital wedding albums offer wunparalleled accessibility and
convenience for us and our family members. Unlike traditional albums
that are limited to a physical copy, digital albums can be easily shared
with family and friends across the globe through email, social media, or
cloud storage. Also, digital albums are easily stored on various devices,
ensuring that the memories are always at hand.

The statement highlights the notable advantages of digital wedding albums over
their traditional physical counterparts. In an era characterised by digital
connectivity and the global dispersion of families and friends, accessibility and
convenience are paramount considerations. Digital albums offer unparalleled
accessibility by transcending geographical boundaries, allowing couples to
easily share their cherished memories with loved ones around the world through
email, social media platforms, or cloud storage. The convenience of digital
storage ensures that these precious memories are readily available on various
devices, providing instant access to the nostalgia and emotions encapsulated
within the album's digital pages. This shift towards digital albums aligns with
the contemporary lifestyle, where information and memories are increasingly
stored and shared electronically. However, it also raises important questions
about the preservation and longevity of digital formats in comparison to the
enduring tactile nature of traditional albums, underscoring the ongoing debate
about the evolving role of technology in preserving and sharing the memories of
significant life events like weddings.



Communication & Journalism Research 74

Amalendhu and Sailesh say:

In an age where sustainability is a growing concern, digital wedding
albums offer an eco-friendly alternative to the traditional albums.
Physical albums consume valuable natural resources in their
production, and as they age, they may require additional preservation
measures. On the other hand, digital albums are environmentally
friendly, as they do not require paper, ink, or physical storage.
Therefore, we chose a digital album.

In an era characterised by growing environmental consciousness and
sustainability concerns, digital wedding albums emerge as a commendable
ecological alternative to traditional physical counterparts. The conventional
production of physical albums entails the utilisation of significant natural
resources, primarily paper and ink, contributing to environmental impact.
Moreover, as physical albums age, they often necessitate additional preservation
measures, exacerbating their resource footprint. Conversely, digital wedding
albums present an eco-friendly solution, as they obviate the need for physical
materials, such as paper and ink, and negate the requirement for physical storage
space. This environmentally responsible choice aligns with global efforts to
mitigate waste generation and reduce the ecological burden associated with
various forms of media and consumption.

Conclusion

Contemporary wedding photography has evolved to encompass a diverse array
of trends and styles, each catering to the unique preferences and artistic visions
of couples. These trends not only capture the essential moments but also
contribute to the overall storytelling and aesthetic of the wedding narrative.
Wedding photography serves as a profound visual medium employed for
preserving the most cherished moments during a couple's matrimonial
celebration. In the capable hands of skilled photographers, these moments are
meticulously captured with artistic finesse and precision, thereby transforming
them into enduring reminiscences. Beyond mere event documentation, wedding
photography serves as a conduit for encapsulating the manifold emotions,
interconnections, and intricacies defining the essence of the nuptial ceremony. It
unfolds a comprehensive chronicle of love and commitment, delineating the
day's progression from anticipation-laden moments at dawn to the jubilant and
festive revelries that ensue. These photographic records transcend mere
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imagery, assuming the mantle of temporal capsules that summon forth the
spectrum of emotions, laughter, and elation permeating the wedding day.
Photographers, in their role as visual storytellers, adroitly interlace an array of
vignettes, immortalising not only ostentatious grandeur but also nuanced
subtleties—furtive glances, stolen embraces, and authentically radiant smiles.
Each photograph stands as a testament to the profound love uniting two
individuals and the solemn covenant they pledge to uphold throughout their
shared odyssey of existence. Wedding photography offers a platform for artistic
expression, allowing photographers to harness their creative faculties and
unique perspectives to capture the aesthetic allure of the day. Through adept
manipulation of elements like lighting, composition, and framing,
photographers craft images that transcend visual captivation to resonate with
profound emotional profundity. In an era characterised by the omnipresence of
digital media, wedding photography perseveres as an enduring tradition. While
photographic mementos are often relegated to the digital realm within
smartphones and social media platforms, the wedding album remains a tangible
and revered keepsake. Meticulously curated albums represent compendiums of
the day's most cherished memories, bound together as a tangible testament to
love, commitment, and the inauguration of a new life chapter.

In summation, wedding photography emerges as a potent visual medium that
transcends mere aesthetics. It constitutes a profound and evocative mode of
preserving and elucidating pivotal moments, emotions, and reminiscences
enveloping a couple's wedding day. In doing so, it encapsulates the essence of
the celebratory occasion, transforming it into an indelible and timeless narrative,
ensuring the enduring legacy of the love story for posterity.
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